
 

CITY OF SURPRISE 
Arts & Cultural Advisory Commission 

16089 N Bullard Ave 
 Surprise, AZ 85374 

Wednesday, November 5, 2025 @ 6:30 PM 
Surprise Regional Library 

 
 
A. Call To Order 
B. Roll Call 
C. Pledge of Allegiance 
D. Staff Reports 
E. Arts and Cultural Advisory Commission Agenda 
  CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
    

  

INSTRUCTIONS: In order to address the Board\Commission, you will need to fill out a Call to the 
Public Form available at the front counter, and then turn it in to the Secretary before the meeting 
begins. 
 
Note: A.R.S. 38-431.01(H) - During this time members of the public may address the 
Board\Commission only on issues within the jurisdiction of the Board\Commission which are not 
an item on the agenda. At the conclusion of the open call, the Board\Commission may respond to 
criticism, may ask staff to review the matter or may ask that the matter be put on a future agenda. 
No discussion or action shall take place on any item raised.  

    
  CONSENT AGENDA: 
  REGULAR AGENDA ITEM - NON-PUBLIC HEARING: 
1. Citywide Consideration and action pertaining to the October 1, 

2025 Arts & Cultural Advisory Commission meeting 
minutes. 

  Sports, 
Entertainment, and 
Culture 

2. Citywide Presentation and discussion pertaining to SCRC Gym 
Wall art design 

  Sports, 
Entertainment, and 
Culture 

3. Citywide Consideration and action pertaining to the HeART and 
Culture of Surprise Award. 

  Sports, 
Entertainment, and 
Culture 

  REGULAR AGENDA ITEM - PUBLIC HEARING: 
F. Other Business and Future Agenda Items 
G. Current Events and Reports 
H. Adjournment 
 
  
 KRISTI PASSARELLI, CITY CLERK 

 
POSTED: Thursday, October 30th, 2025 @ 4:15 PM 
 
SPECIAL NOTE: PERSONS WITH SPECIAL ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS, INCLUDING LARGE  
PRINT MATERIALS OR INTERPRETER, SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE @ 
623.222.1200 OR CLERK@SURPRISEAZ.GOV, BY NO LATER THAN 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF 
THE REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING TIME. 
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CITY OF SURPRISE 
Arts & Cultural Advisory Commission 

  

 

Council Meeting Date: November 5, 2025 Contact Person:  
Submitting Department: Sports, Entertainment, and 
Culture 

District: Citywide 

Staff Recommendations:      
 

 
Consent: No Regular: Yes Public Hearing: No Report/Discussion: No 

 
Agenda Wording: 
Consideration and action pertaining to the October 1, 2025 Arts & Cultural Advisory Commission 
meeting minutes. 

 
Motion: 
I move to approve the October 1, 2025 Arts & Cultural Advisory Commission meeting minutes. 

 
Background: 
None 

 
Objective Analysis:  

 
Policy Compliant: 
Aligns with City Policy.  

 
Financial Impact: 
None. 

 
Budget Impact: 
None. 
FTE Impact: 
None.  

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. MINUTES 100125_SACAC Meeting_DRAFT 2 
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CITY OF SURPRISE 
Arts and Cultural Advisory Commission 

16089 N. Bullard Avenue 
Surprise, Arizona 85374 

Wednesday, October 1, 2025 @ 6:30 PM 
Surprise Regional Library Programming Room 

Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 
 

A. Call to Order 
 

B. Roll Call   

Chair Crystal Kupper, Vice-Chair Hassan Rasul, Steve Wallgren, Katherine Dunphy, Susan 
deJong, Margaret Lieu, and Steve Wallgren 
 
Absent:  
 
Staff: Julie Akerly – Arts & Culture Manager, Alexandra Giambalvo – Arts & Culture Assistant 
 

C. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

D. Staff Reports  
 

Ms. Akerly, Arts & Culture Manager, reported on the following items: 

- Bounce & Swing Ribbon Cutting is now scheduled for October 30 at 5pm 
- Bloom Where You’re Planted lights have been fixed 
- Art in Public Places Coordinator has been hired 

 
E. Arts and Cultural Advisory Commission Agenda  
 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
 
None 
 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS – NON-PUBLIC HEARING: 

 
1. Consideration and action pertaining to the September 10th, 2025 Arts & Cultural Advisory 

Commission meeting minutes. 
 

• Commissioner Rasul moved to approve the September 10th, 2025 Arts & Cultural 
Advisory Commission meeting minutes. Commissioner deJong 2nd. 6 Yes votes. 1 
Abstained. 0 No votes. Motion carried.  
 
 

2. Discussion pertaining to the FY26 HeART and Culture of Surprise Award. 
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2 
 

• Ms. Akerly presented the following details regarding the FY26 HeART and Culture of 
Surprise Award 

o Created in 2024, this can be an individual or an organization in the community 
o Commission members will submit nominations before the next SACAC meeting in 

November 
o The nominee will receive recognition at a public event 
o Commission members look at sculptures at local galleries to serve as the award 

with a dedication plaque 

 
3. Discussion pertaining to the FY27 Percent for Art Plan & Initial Project Description Review. 

 
• Ms. Akerly led a discussion for the FY27 Public Art Plan 

o Presentation about the public art budget approval process 
o Commission members agreed to keep the following projects: Traffic cabinets 

(Greenway Road), City Center mural replacement, Veramonte Park site-specific 
sculpture(s), Original Townsite Historical Neighborhood art project 
▪ Commissioners liked the idea of enhancing and identifying the Original 

Townsite Neighborhood (OTS) and amplifying the community and history of 
OTS 

▪ Commissioners liked that SACAC is spreading public art throughout the 
entire City of Surprise and not just focusing on one area 

▪ Commissioners agreed to move forward with the FY27 Public Art Plan 
 

 
4.  Discussion pertaining to the Arts HQ Mural. 

• Ms. Akerly asked the SACAC if the Arts HQ Mural should be added to the City of 
Surprise’s Public Art Maintenance Plan 

o Commissioners love the mural and will vote to decide if it should be added into the 
COS Public Art collection at a future meeting 
 

F. Other Business and Future Agenda Items 

• Next meeting will take place on November 5th, 2025.  

G. Current Events and Reports 

• Commissioner deJong reports attending: Golden Rule breakfast and Viva la Cultura 
opening reception at Arts HQ / City Hall (West Valley Arts Council) 

• Commissioner Chair Crystal reports attending: opening of Actors PLAYground show 
“Peter Pan” 

• Commissioner Lieu invites the commission to the WHAM appreciation reception and 
to the upcoming WHAM charity benefit “Bowls of Hope” on 11/29/25 

• Next Commissioner outing: Ribbon cutting for Bounce and Swing, 10/30 

 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
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3 
 

Motion to adjourn at 7:11 p.m. – Commissioner Dr.  motioned. Commissioner Rasul 2nd. 7 Yes votes. 0 
No votes. Motion Carried. 
 
  

 
_________________________________________ 
Crystal Kupper, Chair 

ATTEST:  
  

 
 
_________________________________________ 
Alexandra Giambalvo, Arts & Culture Assistant 

CERTIFICATION:  
I, Julie Akerly, Arts & Culture Manager for the City of Surprise Arts, Culture & Library Department, 
Maricopa County, Arizona, do hereby verify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Arts and 
Cultural Advisory Commission meeting held on September 10, 2025. 
  

 
_________________________________________ 
Julie Akerly, Arts & Culture Manager 
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CITY OF SURPRISE 
Arts & Cultural Advisory Commission 

  

 

Council Meeting Date: November 5, 2025 Contact Person:  
Submitting Department: Sports, Entertainment, and 
Culture 

District: Citywide 

Staff Recommendations: None     
 

 
Consent: No Regular: Yes Public Hearing: No Report/Discussion: No 

 
Agenda Wording: 
Presentation and discussion pertaining to SCRC Gym Wall art design 

 
Motion: 
None. 

 
Background: 
Three artist were selected from a the pre-qualified muralist list to create design proposals for the gym 
wall at the new Surprise Resource and Community Center. The artist following guidelines created by the 
project stakeholders. The final design was selected through a voting process that was shared with 
Original Townsite residents, Senior Center visitors, and staff and organizations who will be working at 
the new SCRC. 

 
Objective Analysis: 
The final design artist, MutaVision, will share their design with the commission for feedback and input. 

 
Policy Compliant: 
This item is policy compliant. 

 
Financial Impact: 
None. 

 
Budget Impact: 
No additional budget required. 
FTE Impact: 
None. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. MUTA VISION Art Proposal  
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ARTWORK
PROPOSAL

Surprise COMMUNITY CENTER Gym 

THIS PROPOSAL IS FOR THE PRESENTATION
OF ARTWORKS TO BE INSTALLED ON INTERIORS OF SURPRISE COMMUNITY CENTERI
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MUTA
SANTIAGO
 Latino-American visual artistandmuralistbasedinMiami,Florida. Santiago is a self-

taught artistwho began his careerthroughstreetartinthestreets of Miami. He’s

been a practicing artist for ten years and hasextendedhis practice to public art

projects and large-scale commercial and residential mural projects throughout the

U.S.

Santiago’s art practice contributes to various public and cultural movements

throughout North America, as he uses the power and impact of street art and murals to

make a difference in how we interact with each other and our urban environments. You

can find his paintings and designs on dozens of community streets, private properties,

and printed publications.

Santiago’s artwork tells the story and interprets the essence and aspirations of the

people and community surrounding him. Through natural and organic forms and a mix of

carefully selected colors, he explores his interactions with the place. The shapes and

colors he uses - drawn from sites of his native heritage like Panama emberas and

Puerto Rico as well as places where he’s lived - mimic explored landscapes where the

interaction occurred, infusing his own experience in a moment shared.
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About
 Inthenexus of Miami's vibrancy and Phoenix's desert

echoes,Muta Santiago exists not merely as an artist, but

as a concept— a dynamic embodiment of change and

creativity. Transcending the boundaries of portraiture,

his art weaves an intricate tapestry that melds

experimental audacity with the raw essence of humanity.

Across the landscapes of North and Latin America, he

doesn’t just paint; he redefines the space. Digital or

concrete, Muta's canvases challenge the norm, invoking

thought and pioneering the nexus between art and societal

evolution. His works aren’t crafted, they're conceived— a

philosophical journey that's as transformative as it is

visual. Dive deep, and you don't just see Muta's art; you

engage with its ethos— profound, paradigm-shifting, and

eternally resonant.
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Vision
“Desert Bloom:AWindowtoHopeandHarmony” 

This artwork, designed for the Surprise Community and Resource Center gym windows, celebrates the profound beauty and

resilience of Arizona’s desert landscapes while embracing themes of hope, healing, warmth, and harmony.

Flowing organic shapes in radiant hues of gold, coral, and green evoke the comforting warmth of the desert sunrise, a symbol

of new beginnings and optimism. The soft gradients and transparent layers invite natural light to dance through the glass,

creating a soothing environment for gym patrons and staff alike.

Anchoring the composition is a vibrant cactus in full bloom, a powerful emblem of strength and renewal. In the desert, the

cactus flower is a rare and precious event; here, it stands as a reminder that growth and beauty can thrive even in the most

challenging conditions, offering inspiration to all who enter the space.

The sweeping arcs of color echo Arizona’s rolling hills and open skies, while leaving intentional transparent gaps that allow

gym users to feel connected to the outside world and staff to maintain a clear line of sight for safety meeting the city’s

requirements for privacy without sacrificing openness.

Rooted in my signature style of abstract geometry and bold gradients, this design harmonizes the energy of Surprise’s

community with the healing power of nature, creating a welcoming entrance that speaks to every generation. It invites each

person, especially our beloved seniors, to step inside feeling uplifted, cared for, and inspired by the timeless beauty of

Arizona’s desert spirit.

.
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Entered by:

Created Date:
Salesperson:

Email:
Office Phone:

Lexi Maser

Print Date: 7/14/2025 3:53:45PM

Product:Graphic Install
Description: Graphics Install

7/11/2025 4:32:00PM
House Account
orders@abdsignsandprinting.com
(623) 205-6996

Estimate Accepted "As Is". Please proceed with Order.

Changes required, please contact me.

15800 N Litchfield Rd #115
Surprise, AZ 85374
Location needs to be verified before installation happens

 3.25 hr of Install Time. 
Using a Crew of 2 Personnel. 
0.5 hr of Travel Time. 

Other:

SIGN:

 1

Quantity

PRE-PAYMENT - Order will be processed once payment is received.

Prepared For:
Contact:

Office Phone:

Email:
Address:

Product:Wide Format
Description:Wide Format Prints

• 1- 323.5 in (W) x 117 in (H) Single Sided Print(s) made from Lintec 2mil Clear Window Vinyl 

 1

Quantity

Muta Vision LLC
Muta Vision
(239) 628-5366

mutavisionart@gmail.com
68 NW 85th Street
Miami, FL 33150

Date:

Unit Price

$1,020.97 

Unit Price

$1,012.50 

$2,033.47 

$2,033.47 

$82.70

$2,116.17 

Page 1 of 1

Subtotal

$1,020.97 

Subtotal

$1,012.50 

/ /

1

2

Estimate #: 20197

Payment Terms:

8945 W Larkspur Dr #103
Peoria, AZ 85381
Ph: (623) 205-6996
Email: Orders@ABDSignsandPrinting.com
Web: http://www.ABDSignsandPrinting.com

Estimate Total:

Subtotal:
Taxes:
Total:

•
•
•

Description:Vinyl for Community Center

ABD Signs and Printing

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

Client Reply Request

VYNIL
INSTALLATION
QUOTE
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artwork concept
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artwork color pallet
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artwork concept
 (MOCKUP)
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artwork concept 
 ( MOCKUP)
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FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT
PRELIMINARY/REVISED SKETCHES.

THANK YOU 
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CITY OF SURPRISE 
Arts & Cultural Advisory Commission 

  

 

Council Meeting Date: November 5, 2025 Contact Person:  
Submitting Department: Sports, Entertainment, and 
Culture 

District: Citywide 

Staff Recommendations:      
 

 
Consent: No Regular: Yes Public Hearing: No Report/Discussion: No 

 
Agenda Wording: 
Consideration and action pertaining to the HeART and Culture of Surprise Award. 

 
Motion: 
I motion to approve the selection of _______________________ as the awardee of the FY26 HeART 
and Culture of Surprise Award. 

 
Background: 
The Arts and Cultural Advisory Commission would like to recognize individuals and organizations in 
Surprise who have made a significant impact or contribution to arts and culture in Surprise. 

 
Objective Analysis: 
Commissioners will discuss nominations for the award, and select an awardee for the FY26 HeART and 
Culture of Surprise Award. 

 
Policy Compliant: 
This item is policy compliant. 

 
Financial Impact: 
None. 

 
Budget Impact: 
None. 
FTE Impact: 
None. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  
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