
 
CITY OF SURPRISE 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

MEETING MINUTES  
 

March 5, 2015 / 6:00 PM 
 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
16000 North Civic Center Plaza 

Surprise, AZ 85374 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER. 
 
Chair Steve Somers called the Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting to order at 6 p.m. 
at Surprise City Hall, 16000 North Civic Center Plaza, Surprise, Arizona 85374, on Thursday, 
March 5, 2015.   
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

In attendance were Chair Somers, Vice Chair Ken Chapman and Commissioners 
Peter Pervi, Dennis Smith, Jerry Hoyler and Mathew Keating.  Commissioner Matthew 
Bieniek was absent. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:   
 
Community Development Director Eric Fitzer, Deputy City Attorney Donna Bronski, 
Assistant Director Chris Boyd, Long Range Planning Manager Lloyd Abrams, Planner 
Hobart Wingard, and Planning and Zoning Commission Secretary Heather Donaldson. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
None 

 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
C. CURRENT EVENTS REPORT   

 
D. STAFF REPORT 

 
Eric Fitzer, Director, advised the Commission of the Original Town Site Community 
Chat taking place at the Villanueva Recreation Center on Wednesday, March 18th at 
6:00 p.m.   

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
 

Chair Somers called to the public to discuss any issues not noted on the agenda. Hearing no 
comments, Chair Somers closed the call to the public. 
 
 



Planning & Zoning Commission Minutes – March 5, 2015 
Page 2 of 4 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
  
No Items 
 
REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS NOT REQUIRING A PUBLIC HEARING: 

 
Item 1 – INTERNAL – Consideration and action on the February 19, 2015 Planning and 
Zoning Commission minutes. 

 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Planning and Zoning Commission 
Minutes for February 19, 2015.  Vice Chair Chapman seconded the motion. The motion 
passed with 5 yes votes, one abstained (Jerry Hoyler) and one absence. 
 
Item 2 – CITYWIDE – Discussion on a Zoning Text Amendment regarding the 
regulation of donation bins within the City of Surprise. 
 
Hobart Wingard, Planner II, presented the project to the Commission.  Staff recommends 
approval of a Zoning Text Amendment to institute regulations for donation bins within the City 
of Surprise. 
 
Chair Somers opened the Call to the Public: 
 
Benjamin Graff, Withey Morris, PLC – representing Goodwill of Arizona – This is an excellent 
idea and ordinance.  Recommends notarization authorization requirement not only in City 
policy but through City ordinance.  Property owners should be able to remove bin if creating 
blight.  Mr. Graff provided each Commissioner with a handout that is attached hereto. 
 
Kristin Greene, Molera and Alvarez - represents American Textile Recycling Services (for 
profit).  Recommends maintenance schedules for bins including removal of property 
guidelines.  Requests due process for property owner’s removal of a bin once they rescind 
the right to place it on a property. Concerned that paint used to paint on permit numbers will 
not be permanent.  Requesting notarization requirements are in effect for all TUP’s, and not 
just donation bins.  Please allow property to owner to both revoke permits and sign for 
permits. 
 
Jim Mapstead, former member of City of Phoenix Planning Commission, speaking on behalf 
of the Coalition of the Neighborhood Activists and Property Managers in Phoenix who support 
the regulation of donation bins in Phoenix communities.  Many donation bins are dropped on 
commercial property without the permission of property owners.  Concerned that many bin 
owners are for profit entities who sell items out of state and local charities do not receive the 
funds.  Notarization is critical component of this text amendment.  Supports property owners’ 
rights to revoke permit and remove bin.    
 
Chair Somers closed the Call to the Public. 
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The Commission discussed: 
 

 Rights of City to remove donation bins  

 Property owner’s rights/control 

 Temporary use permit coverage and timelines 

 Parking spaces lost to donation bins 

 Fee structure for permits, renewal fees, etc. 

 Private property owner’s process to remove a bin (City should not be involved) 

 City website to disclose dollar amounts attributed to charity for non-profit donation bin 
companies 

 Phone numbers need to be posted on donation bins / Phone number with an actual 
person who answers the line rather than a voicemail or dial tone 

 Revenue generated per bin 

 Church owned private bins on church property  

 Process when applicant applies for donation bin permit 

 Notarization – shifting the burden on the City 

 Internal monitoring of bins (duplicate permit numbers painted on bins) – Permanent 
sticker on the bin from the City  

 
Item 3 – DISTRICT 6 – Discussion regarding Project Heart.  
 
Eric Fitzer, Director, presented the project to the Commission.  He addressed the following 
points: 
 

 IRIS Worldwide – World Headquarters in Japan 

 IRIS USA – leading manufacturer of high-quality storage products 

 Western Regional Headquarters in Surprise, AZ 

 Company & City Investments  

 Anticipated project timeline 

 Preliminary Site Plan 
 
The Commission discussed: 
 

 Relationship between rail-line and loading docks, silos, etc. 

 Elevation / vegetation 

 Full time jobs 

 Spec warehouse to the East (in relation to size) 

 Chairman suggested having groundbreaking and grand opening ceremonies for 
projects like this 

 
REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS REQUIRING A PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Item 4 – INTERNAL - Discussion for future agenda items. 
 
None 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Hearing no further business, Chair Somers adjourned the Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting at 7:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                       __________________________________ 

                     Eric Fitzer 
     Community Development Director 

 

 _____________________________  

Steve Somers, Chair 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
 
 
 
The foregoing instrument is a full, true and correct copy of the original document on file in the 
office of the City Clerk, City of Surprise, Arizona. 
 
ATTEST BY:   ______________________    
   Heather Donaldson, Commission Secretary 
 
DATE:    ______________________    
 








































































