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CITY OF SURPRISE 

ARTS AND CULTURAL ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes – Approved 

August 5, 2019 / 6:00 PM 

COMMUNITY ROOM 
16000 NORTH CIVIC CENTER PLAZA 

SURPRISE, ARIZONA 85374 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  

A. Roll Call   
 
Chair Margaret Lieu, Vice-Chair Deborah Welch, Commission members, Rhiannon Miett, 
Susan deJong, Kathie Morgan, Crystal Miller. 
 
Absent: John Hastings, Commission member (excused) 
 
Staff: Danielle Osborne, Management Analyst, Paul Bernardo, Community Partnerships 
Manager, Sherry Aguilar, City Clerk. 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

C. Current Events Reports 

Chair Lieu’s school was awarded a grant for $13,000 which they will be using to do another 
large art project. She also shared that One Step Beyond has a show at WHAM – she 
explained that One Step Beyond is an organization that brings art and art classes to children 
with disabilities. She went on to say that the show was fabulous, there were some beautiful 
pieces, and the show will be up for a month. Chair Lieu explained that she was contacted by 
someone from One Step Beyond who was interested in showing at the City Hall gallery. They 
have 3D pieces, and she felt that this would be a great opportunity to use the space in the 
display cabinets for artwork. Info will be out so we can keep in touch.  
 
Ms. Morgan met with Vice-Chair Welch regarding the speaker series, and shared that dates 
have been finalized and everything is set for that event, which is on the agenda for 
discussion. She also shared that she met with Vice-Chair Welch and Ms. Miett regarding the 
Mobile Museum tent, and that all information has been brought to Ms. Osborne, who is 
working with staff to provide design and pricing. She explained the concept of the booth, 
saying that it will be a roll-up banner at the front entrance with an initial overview of 
information about what people will experience when they enter the tent. Then, nine 
corrugated plastic boards discussing information from each header, as well as stats will be in 
infographic form will be displayed inside the tent. Finally, a second roll-up banner will be 
created, and will be generic so that it can be used during any display. She hopes to have a 
design by the next commission meeting for review. She also shared that she went to Arts HQ 
for the Bugs and Blooms exhibit reception. 
 
Ms. Miett went to Monument Valley and stopped by the Navajo Code Talker museum on her 
way up. She shared that it is in a Burger King and is the only exhibit on this subject. She felt 
that with all Code Talkers being from Tuba or Northern Arizona, any exhibits would be up 
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north, therefore she would love to do something related to this topic and bring exposure to the 
West Valley. She also shared that Dan Romero, the artist who attended a prior meeting, 
would like to invite all commissioners to his house to view his art, since they are too difficult to 
transport. 
 
Vice-Chair Welch loved the idea of the Code Talker project and asked to be a part of it if it 
ever moved forward. She shared that she went to Skull Valley Historic Society and the 
Yavapai County courthouse to see the library and art and history exhibits. 
 
Ms. deJong went to a Theater Works performance of Wizard of Oz, which she thought was 
fabulous. She also went to a WESTMARC meeting which saw many individuals working in the 
arts from the West Valley. The emphasis this year is on Quality of Life – the Arts, which she 
felt Surprise should get involved in. She also attended the West Valley Arts Museum exhibit, 
the CIP meeting about FS 304 art, and an MLK planning event, where they are working to set 
a date for an AZ Humanities event in the evening. She shared a handout for an exhibit 
starting September 3rd, and showcasing work from an African artist at WHAM. 
 
Ms. Miller shared that she started a new job and school.  
 
Chair Lieu reminded everyone about the Poetry Slam on the 16th.  
 

D. Staff Reports  

Ms. Osborne shared that she was able to get acceptance of the Peace Pole onto the 
September 6th City Council meeting. She did not foresee any issue with getting it installed by 
the 21st of September for International Peace Day. She said that it should be a quick item, and 
that the Commission was welcome to attend. The meeting takes place in the Council 
Chambers at 6 p.m. 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  

Andy Cepon – On the news, an artist and a bunch of children were painting a giant mural along the 
side of a parking garage on Roosevelt Row in Downtown Phoenix. It turned out to be the young 
lady who painted our mural in the City Cashier office. She had young kids and teenagers 
participating, and to get a bunch of kids out there on a July weekday morning is impressive. He 
would like to see this type of inclusive art in the City.  

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS – NON PUBLIC HEARING  

 
Item 1 – Consideration and action approving the July 1, 2019 Arts and Cultural Advisory  

Commission Meeting minutes. 
 
Ms. deJong pointed out a technical clarification, that Vice-Chair Welch was not Vice-Chair 
until this meeting. Ms. Osborne explained that after the vote, the roles are effective 
immediately. Ms. Miller then asked that the document be reviewed to reflect Vice-Chair 
Welch’s new position throughout. 

Ms. Miller moved to approve the minutes of the July 1, 2019 Arts & Cultural Advisory 
Commission meeting as amended. Ms. Miett 2nd. 6 Yes votes. 1 Absent (Hastings). Motion 
carried.  
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Item 2 – Presentation (guest speaker Scott Phillips) and discussion pertaining to the City  
Center entertainment district and art partnership opportunities. 

  
 Chair Lieu introduced Scott Phillips of Surprise Center Development Company (SCDC), for 

a presentation on the future downtown entertainment district. The downtown area is the size 
of downtown Phoenix. The goal is to make it a walkable outdoor space. The Arts 
Commission was looking at a potential large-scale art installation along Civic Center Drive, 
however it may be best to look at a different corridor for the arts. Mr. Phillips shared a 
handout of the conceptual downtown layout – they are looking to incorporate community 
gathering places and entertainment facilities. One of the questions that has been asked is 
whether there is a case to be made for more performing arts/visual arts spaces there. To 
this, he responded that there would be significant impact. Bullard Avenue is a major 
transportation area, especially during Spring Training, which makes it a good space for a 
series of art pieces or a large piece of art. In the short-term, Bullard makes the most sense. 
Additionally, SCDC is working with the City to install some lakes throughout the downtown 
area, as part of water reclamation efforts. Tonight, Mr. Phillips simply wanted to present that 
this a big piece of land, with lots of public space on this property ripe for arts to be infused.  

 
Chair Lieu asked what the timetable of the build out was, and whether construction would 
begin in the northwest corridor. Mr. Phillips said that the next major retail/entertainment 
project will be on Bullard and Bell, and that if they move forward, it will close in the 2nd 
quarter of 2020, and open in the Spring of 2021. Ms. deJong asked if an art piece was 
placed, what is the recommendation of SCDC. Mr. Phillips asked what the overall goal is. If 
it is Civic Center Drive, long-term that is planned to be an employment area. On the 
entertainment and public exposure side, Bullard is better suited for art. Chair Lieu said that 
the initial discussion was to have an art piece, but that large chunk of money they have been 
tasked with spending is not relatively large given that it’s such a large road. Discussion 
about Civic Center had taken place, but also Luke Parkway.  
 
Mr. Phillips said that along Luke Parkway will be a linear park which is more conducive to a 
large art piece. Ms. deJong felt that if they wanted to create a space for people to come and 
look at art, Bullard is already busy, and that a distraction is not necessary. Mr. Phillips felt 
that art can add to the experience rather than distract. He did not feel that putting art in that 
area would be lost, but rather that it can demonstrate Surprise’s interest in investing in art. 
Chair Lieu thought that Luke Parkway was best suited for artwork. She suggested placing 
artwork down a roadway. Ms. Miett felt that it could be like the downtown Tolleson project 
through Gallery 37, where each sculpture is different but adds to the experience. Mr. Phillips 
suggest something significant that’s both a daytime and nighttime aesthetic with a water 
feature. Ms. Miett said that it would give an urban forest, inviting greenspace feel. Chair Lieu 
said that by being across from the hotels, it would serve as a tourism draw as well. Mr. 
Phillips said that there was a great opportunity to create a feature or series of features along 
this corridor. Downtown is a multi-decade project, and will evolve over time, and that it is 
important to be sure the art that comes with it evolves with it. Ms. deJong clarified that they 
were talking about moving the art to Luke Parkway instead of further down Bullard.  

 
Chair Lieu asked about the greenspace. Mr. Phillips said that there would be lots of natural 
gathering spaces coming. Bullard becomes more meaningful in the short run, Civic Center 
becomes more meaningful in the long run. SCDC would like the greenspaces to be more 
natural, but the problem is that they come with safety concerns, therefore they will probably 
be more programmed and more manicured. Ms. Miett said that she would love to see power 
outlets throughout the greenspaces. Ms. Miller said that this area would be ideal for art 
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walks or similar attractions down the line. Mr. Phillips referenced Highline of New York, 
stating that this area would be similar but slightly wider. He would like to see a natural area, 
but also wants programmed areas that can accommodate amphitheaters, outdoor 
performing arts, and so on. He said that they have envisioned it as part of the linear park. 
Ms. Miett asked whether the lakes and theater would be run by the city. Mr. Phillips 
responded that all of these are part of negotiations with the city, however the lakes will be 
part of city’s recharge system. Ms. Miett asked more about the theater. Mr. Phillips said that 
due to ongoing negotiations, he could not discuss in detail, but that it would be full-service, 
and that the city may invest capital dollars to turn some of the space into a performing arts 
theater. 

 
Chair Lieu said that the panel will be meeting on this topic soon so that they can think about 
how to start crafting that Call to Artists. She said that for any commissioners not on the 
panel who want to share ideas, to email Ms. Osborne, who can share it with the panel.  
 

Item 3 – Consideration and possible action pertaining to the Women’s Heritage Trail. 
  
 Vice-Chair Welch shared that this is something that has been on her heart since before she 

joined the Commission. She met with City Clerk Sherry Aguilar, who is present to answer 
any questions. Vice-Chair Welch was looking for a way to share the rich historical culture of 
the City. The Women’s Heritage Trail was established in 2013. It recognizes the impact by 
women in the formation of the City. The idea is to incorporate five still-existing locations into 
a self-guided tour, starting at the First Baptist Church. When the trail was first established, 
the church had hosted a gathering to launch it. City Clerk Aguilar elaborated that at the first 
celebration, over 150 people were in attendance, including families of these founding 
women. Vice-Chair Welch said that the plan would be to reach out to those same families 
and inquire as to whether they would be interested in organizing the staging points, where 
City Clerk Aguilar would do brief presentations. The event would culminate at the community 
center.  

 
 City Clerk Aguilar shared that an interesting tidbit about the Women’s Heritage Trail is that a 

lot of the women instrumental in putting these places together were great at resource 
gathering. The original part of the community center is coming up on its 50th anniversary. 
She talked to Seth Dyson, HSCV Director, and he was hoping to do a tour and have history 
presentations there, and that these may all be able to be tied together. Vice-Chair Welch 
said that she had pitched this not knowing that these conversations were already taking 
place, but that it would be a great way to merge everything together. City Clerk Aguilar said 
that with the City’s 60th anniversary coming up in December, this would be a great way to 
celebrate.  

 
Vice-Chair Welch said that initial discussions were about doing the event in February or 
March, and as it turns out, March is Women’s History Month. Chair Lieu asked whether an 
official vote would need to be cast, to which Mr. Bernardo said that at this time, staff would 
need to do some internal coordination and work with the community center staff. Chair Lieu 
said that it would need to be finalized soon. City Clerk Aguilar asked that the event not take 
place on March 17th, during Presidential primaries. Chair Lieu would like to see it at a time 
other than weekdays in order to attract a wider audience. City Clerk Aguilar said that as long 
as it is not on a Council meeting night or on Election Day, she would make herself available 
whenever it takes place. Ms. deJong thought it was a fabulous idea. Vice-Chair Welch 
pointed out that the item was listed with a motion. Mr. Bernardo said that the motion could 
be to ask staff to further research the potential of holding the event.  
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Call to the Public – Andy Cepon: would like to see the Rodeo brought back, since it used to 
be one of the biggest events. For the 60th anniversary, during the Surprise Party, other than 
the Christmas festival, do we have anything planned? He felt that the anniversary is a big 
deal that can be tied to Tourism.  

 
Ms. deJong asked that the event be placed on the events calendar, since she is already 
getting calls about the events despite the calendar not being released yet. Mr. Bernardo 
clarified that this would be a formalized tour with history presentations, highlighting the 
community center, possible volunteer opportunities, and a discussion led by our City 
Clerk/Historian Sherry Aguilar. He asked what the timeframe would be, to which Vice-Chair 
Welch responded a couple of hours. City Clerk Aguilar said that it would need to start on the 
south side of the Original Town Site, and end on the north end, so probably a few hours to 
accommodate drive time. 

 
 Vice-Chair Welch moved to create a formal tour related to the Women’s Surprise Heritage 

Trail, add the event to the Calendar of Events flyer, and work with staff to choose a date. 
Ms. deJong 2nd. 6 Yes votes. 1 Absent (Hastings). Motion carried.   

 
Item 4 – Discussion pertaining to the status of the History Wall. 
 

Ms. Osborne said that she had an internal kick-off meeting with the Marketing & 
Communications department to get an idea of the approach and timing, and they are 
already off and running, in order to deliver the product by the State of the City event. They 
decided that the timeline would be incorporation of the City up to the City’s 60th anniversary, 
and it would be based off of the content in the Surprise History Book. The timeline would be 
that collection of materials and design would take place from August to September, from 
September to November would be the drafting, design and review phase, where the working 
group would have the opportunity to review the drafts, the cost estimates and final draft 
would need to be ready by mid- to late-November, with the goal of bringing it to the 
December 2nd commission meeting, so that it can be recommended to Council. The 
recommended version would be taken to Council either in the 2nd meeting in December or 
the 1st meeting in January for approval of design, funds, and installation, and from that point 
forward, materials would be gathered and the design printed, with the goal of a formal 
unveiling of the piece at the State of the City event. She said that staff is excited about the 
project, and that City Clerk Aguilar has been briefed on the project and is ready and 
available to be a resource for the Communications department.  
 
Ms. deJong asked how the stained glass pieces would fit into the display. Ms. Osborne 
responded that they likely will not be a part of the cohesive design of the historical timeline, 
however they are likely to be hung elsewhere within the Mayor’s Atrium space. Ms. Miett 
asked for the date of the State of the City event, to which Ms. Osborne responded that it is 
tentatively the last Thursday in March, which means that installation would need to take 
place during the 3rd week of March.  
 
Mr. Bernardo said that another conversation that came up is that this is an opportunity to do 
a signature piece that truly represents the city in such an important building and that will 
withstand the test of time. He said that if it’s going to be done, it should be done right; the 
discussion of budget came about, and it was decided that in order to fully enhance the area 
to best showcase the piece and have it stand the test of time, the preliminary budget of 
$5,000 will likely not be enough. Seeing as there are significant pots of money available to 
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the Commission, considerations will need to be made regarding the full space – should the 
blue wall be re-painted, should the medium for printing be woodblocks, or canvas, etc. 
Should lighting be installed? He continued to say that if secondary installations for the 
artifacts is to be done, $5,000 will be eaten up very quickly. However, with the money 
available to the Commission, there is a chance to make a great piece that will last for years 
to come. Vice-Chair Welch added that with the upcoming 60th anniversary, it should be a 
point to create a significant piece. Chair Lieu said that she had the same thought about the 
money. Ms. deJong agreed that there were elements that they had not thought about, such 
as lighting, which are extremely important. She felt that as they work through the designs, 
they would need to keep on top of everything. Ms. Osborne agreed that if they are going to 
put such a nice piece there, even the wall it is housed on should look nice.  
 
Ms. Miett brought up an initial idea of adding a digital element activated by mobile apps, 
which would accompany the piece. Ms. Osborne said that the Communications staff had 
also discussed this, and that it would be completely dependent on their workload. The 
delivery of this project is already a significant undertaking, so adding the production, editing, 
and establishment of videos to accompany the piece may not be attainable by State of the 
City, but possibly later on down the line. Ms. Miett would love to see even just one video 
attached to the display. Chair Lieu felt that the final piece would make the Mayor’s Atrium 
live up to its namesake. Ms. Osborne said that this is the opportunity to finally tie this side of 
City Hall together. She added that she will be working with Communications to schedule 
review meetings with the working group and keep everything and everyone up to schedule 
on the project.  

 
Item 5 – Consideration and action pertaining to lighting for the display cases in the Mayor’s  

Atrium. 
 

 Chair Lieu gave the floor to Ms. Osborne to provide an update. Ms. Osborne reviewed the 
requests of the Commission as related to lighting in the display cases. She reported that 
while the Facilities team was able to resolve issues related to power, equipment, and turning 
the switches on and off, the one outstanding problem is that the setup of the lights would not 
allow for the shelving to be adjusted. Ms. Osborne explained that another idea had come 
about regarding lighting the shelves from the top/front of the cabinets, however there are 
concerns as to whether that lighting would be obstructed by the shelves. Chair Lieu said that 
she knows of lighting that runs wirelessly on a remote, but she is unaware of battery life or 
costs related to those lights. Ms. Osborne said that she had provided all desired 
specifications by the commission to the Facilities team, and that for the purposes of lighting 
the cabinets, the lights would need to be wired. Ms. Osborne asked for guidance on how to 
proceed. She said that she would be reaching out to a museum curator in Tempe that she 
has worked with previously.  
 
Ms. Miller and Ms. Morgan suggested speaking with the cabinet maker to see if they could 
adjust it for lighting. Chair Lieu suggested that they drill a channel for lighting or wiring so 
that the lights can be adjusted. Ms. Miller asked how drastically the shelves are adjusted, to 
which Ms. deJong responded that at times, shelves are removed. Ms. Osborne said that she 
would continue to explore options. Ms. Miller suggested installing lights along the sides of 
the cabinets. Chair Lieu suggested creating a channel for the lighting on the sides. Ms. 
deJong suggested creating a channel in the cabinets to allow for the lights to be recessed, 
so that they would not interfere with the lights. Ms. Miller echoed that sentiment and added 
that flat LED strips would be a potential solution if the channels were created. Ms. Osborne 
said that she would continue to explore options. 
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Item 6 – Consideration and action pertaining to approval of the AZ Humanities Speaker Series  
flyer for FY20. 

 
Ms. Morgan reviewed the draft flyer with everyone. The events take place from November 
through June. At the last presentation, people asked whether there were any events taking 
place through the summer. Ms. Morgan would like to plan accordingly for next year. She 
added that she noticed some evening talks in the library and in other venues, and suggested 
that the commission does not need to target the evening and weekend audience since they 
are already being taken care of in other venues.  
 
Chair Lieu asked whether there would be a need to increase summer programming moving 
forward, to which Ms. Morgan responded that she would like to test the waters with the June 
event and see how good the turnout is. Chair Lieu opined that the program looks amazing 
and will draw a lot of people. She shared that she spoke with Vice-Chair Welch, and that 
they are considering ways to gather statistics on events in order to evaluate programs and 
measure their success. Specifically, she would like to see whether the same people area 
attending events, and whether they need to expand their reach beyond the repeat audience. 
Ms. Morgan agreed, but she inquired as to who would hold and evaluate that information.  
 
Ms. deJong asked about starting an email list in order to track who is attending the events, 
and then communicate future events to them. Ms. Morgan said that communicating with 
attendees and tracking attendees are both important, but separate needs. Ms. Miett said 
that tracking numbers is advantageous for funding. Ms. Miller said that she would be able to 
help with this project. Chair Lieu said that by gathering and evaluating data, the commission 
could make more informed decisions over what programs to keep or do away with. Ms. 
Morgan said that it may not necessarily be a bad thing to have the same repeat attendees, 
but this is a philosophical discussion that would need to take place. Ms. Morgan said that 
this conversation could be had at another time, but for today’s purposes, the estimate for 
500 flyers was attached to the packet. 
 
Ms. Miett moved to approve the printing of 500 flyers for the AZ Humanities Speaker series 
at a cost not-to-exceed $150. Vice-Chair Welch 2nd. 6 Yes votes. 1 Absent (Hastings). 
Motion carried. 
 

Item 7 – Consideration and action pertaining to a budget action plan for FY20. 
 

Chair Lieu introduced the item and asked that the commission critically look at their items. 
She said that the figures in red were budgeted amounts that were already spoken for, and 
the balances were just beneath them. She added the $150 cost of AZ Humanities flyers to 
Printing Services. Ms. deJong asked where the funding for the Mobile Museum would be 
categorized under. Vice-Chair Welch responded that most of the materials were paid for out 
of the previous year’s budget. Ms. Osborne said that the printing of the display would come 
from the Printing Services line item. Chair Lieu suggested that the commission identify 
where to activate more public art prior to acquiring further art. Ms. deJong suggested doing 
some murals throughout the city. Ms. Miett asked about funding to restore the library mural. 
Mr. Bernardo responded that it would come from Professional Services. Ms. Miller inquired 
about the Municipal Arts Funding, which Ms. Osborne said was lumped together on the 
attached spreadsheet, rather than separated out by fiscal year. Ms. Miller asked about the 
$6,700 set to expire for this year, which Ms. Osborne said could be extended with the 
appropriate approval. Chair Lieu felt that the Municipal Arts Fund would be a good source 
for the funding of the History Wall project. She added that The Learning Tree letters still 
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needed painting, to which Ms. deJong said that she was mistaken, and that they did not 
need painting after all, however something would need to be done regarding the sprinklers 
in the area.  
 
Chair Lieu asked about gallery receptions, which Vice-Chair Welch offered up the Charter 
School art show. Ms. Miett asked about the possibility of hosting a reception after the 
Women’s Heritage Trail event, to which Vice-Chair Welch responded that she was hoping 
to reach out for donations first. Chair Lieu pointed out that there was still $12,500 in the Art 
Acquisition line item. Ms. Miett asked where maintenance falls, to which Ms. Osborne 
responded that it would be placed under Professional Outside Services. Ms. deJong 
pointed out that “Give Your Community a Hand” still needed to be reinstalled.  
 
Moving back to Art Acquisition, Ms. Miett asked about the amount available for public 
murals, and the best amount to set aside. Chair Lieu said that it was completely dependent 
on the artist. Ms. Miett liked the idea of interactive, social media-friendly murals. Ms. 
Osborne shared that she asked her summer intern about what type of art she would like to 
see in the city, and her first response was these types of social media-friendly pieces. Ms. 
deJong asked about placing a mural on the Community Center. Mr. Bernardo said that 
development plans for that area are still up in the area. Ms. deJong felt that a mural would 
be best suited for that area. Ms. Osborne asked whether it was safe to put aside the 
$12,500 as the primary art acquisition for the year, specifically for the mural. Chair Lieu 
again said that it was dependent on the artist, but it was probably best to set that entire 
amount aside.  
 
Chair Lieu also suggested a street artist, BacPac, who works out of the Phoenix area, who 
could provide the type of urban art that the commission is looking for in that area. Ms. 
Osborne reminded the commission that if there was a specific artist in mind for any type of 
art acquisition, direct selection is permissible within the Surprise Public Art Policies & 
Procedures. Chair Lieu said that she would reach out through a mutual friend to inquire 
about BacPac. Chair Lieu asked Ms. Osborne whether she could look into providing a 
general list of buildings available to paint a mural on, but Ms. Osborne responded that it 
would be best if specific locations were brought to her to vet with staff. Seeing no further 
discussion, Chair Lieu moved onto the next item. 
 

Item 8 – Discussion and action pertaining to the Calendar of Events for Fiscal Year 2020. 
 

Chair Lieu introduced the new Calendar of Events flyer. Ms. Morgan suggested two 
corrections to the flyer. Chair Lieu asked whether the Tinker Time working group had been in 
contact with the library regarding this year’s event. Ms. Miller said that she spoke with the 
library, and that they were no longer interested in participating in the event. Ms. Osborne said 
that she would reach out and talk to the library manager. Ms. Morgan wondered if it had to do 
with the Sci-Tech Festival, to which Mr. Bernardo confirmed that the library was indeed 
participating. Chair Lieu asked that the working group evaluate that event and recommend 
whether to continue the event and if so, how to proceed. Chair Lieu said that while the first 
year was successful, the planning for last year’s event was not as successful, and that any 
future version of this event would need to be planned further in advance. Ms. Miett wondered 
about the name, to which Ms. Morgan responded that there used to be a stronger tie-in 
between the arts and technology, but the event has since gone off-track. Chair Lieu said that 
the event was initially geared towards a younger crowd, with VR goggles, 3D printers, 3D 
pens, videography and animation, and more. She felt that with careful planning and a new 
approach to partnerships, it could be achieved successfully once again.  
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Ms. deJong asked whether the colors of the flyer could be changed. Ms. Miett and Chair Lieu 
felt that they were fine. Ms. Miett asked about the Joe Tyler tour. Ms. Osborne said that the 
tour was not on the calendar since the Commission was not providing a bus for transportation. 
Chair Lieu asked how this was any different from any other event, like the Poetry Slam, where 
people would take their own transportation to get to the venue. Ms. Morgan suggested that 
rather than advertise it as an organized carpool or caravan, the goal would be to have people 
congregate at Joe Tyler’s studio, and then take the tour. Mr. Bernardo asked whether there is 
any active role in the tour by the commission. Ms. deJong said that the commission introduces 
Joe Tyler, who then leads a studio tour. Chair Lieu suggested not advertising it as a bus tour, 
to which Ms. deJong responded that she had planned to advertise it as a car tour. Ms. Miett 
said that this was the issue, and that it should be instead advertised as a tour of the studio, 
not noting transportation to the location. Chair Lieu said that given the name of the event, she 
understands why Legal would take issue with the event as presented. Mr. Bernardo said that 
as long as there is some action on the commission’s part in this event, rather than just directing 
people to get to the event, then there should be no issue. Ms. Osborne further clarified that 
with the bus tours, the commission provides transportation, and leads the tour around the city, 
solidifying the city’s involvement. She said that she would approach Legal once more.   
 
Ms. Miller moved to approve the Calendar of Events flyer with the suggested amendments 
and clarification on the Joe Tyler event. Ms. Miett 2nd. 6 Yes votes. 1 Absent (Hastings). 
Motion carried.  

 
Item 9 – Consideration and action to reschedule the September 2nd Arts & Cultural Advisory 

Commission meeting to September 9th due to the Labor Day holiday. 
 

Vice-Chair Welch moved to reschedule the September 2nd Arts & Cultural Advisory 
Commission meeting to September 9th due to the Labor Day holiday. Ms. deJong 2nd. 6 Yes 
votes. 1 Absent (Hastings). Motion carried. 
 

Other Business and Future Agenda Items: 
 
 Budget – go over the new costs 
 Learning Tree – sprinkler issues 
 Mobile Museum  
 West Valley art organization contact list 
 Display case lighting 
 Vision & Sound presentation – October 
 Public mural location ideas 
 Fiesta Grande – sign up list   
 

ADJOURNMENT – Motion to adjourn 7:59 p.m. – Vice-Chair Welch, 2nd by Ms. Miett. 6 Yes votes. 1 

Absent (Hastings). Motion carried.  

 

 
ATTEST:  

____________________________ 

Paul Bernardo, Community Partnerships 

Manager.   

CERTIFICATION:  

I, Danielle Osborne, Management Analyst for the 

City of Surprise City Manager’s Office, Maricopa 

County, Arizona, do hereby verify that these are 

the true and correct minutes of the Arts and 
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Cultural Advisory Commission meeting held on 

August 5, 2019. 

____________________________________ 

Danielle Osborne, Management Analyst  

 


