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CITY OF SURPRISE 
ARTS AND CULTURAL ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes – Approved 

June 7, 2021 / 6:00 PM 

Community Room 
16000 NORTH CIVIC CENTER PLAZA 

SURPRISE, ARIZONA 85374 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 
A. Roll Call   

 
Chair Margaret Lieu, Vice-Chair Deborah Welch, Commission members, Susan deJong, 
Rhiannon Miett, Kathie Morgan, Jay Lickus, Jo Grant. 
 
Staff: Danielle Osborne, HSCV Administrator, Karina Caraveo, Administrative Specialist – 
HSCV, Seth Dyson, HSCV Director, Digger Oster, Risk Manager-Senior, Hobie Wingard, 
Asst. City Attorney. 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

C. Current Events Reports 

Chair Lieu said she visited Tombstone Arizona, where she said she found some interesting 
murals. She invited the Commission to the Poetry Slam event at WHAM on June 18th.   
 
Commissioner deJong shared that she visited the Ground Floor Artists and Arts HQ exhibits. 
She also visited all Surprise Libraries and delivered some art maps. She mentioned that the 
Art Gallery in City Hall will be opening on June 19th 

 
Commissioner Morgan said that she met with Commissioner Miett, Ms. Osborne and Sports & 
Tourism Director Kendra Pettis to discuss art at the stadium, but would discuss in greater 
detail during the agenda item.  
 
Commissioner Lickus shared that he attended the opening of the Gallery 37 program and visited 
the Orchard Point at Surprise, where he enjoyed a painting night.  

   

D. Staff Reports  

Ms. Osborne reported on the following items: 

 Fire Station 308 agreement executed.  
 Arts & Culture grant recommendations to City Council on June 15th. 
 Roadway (bond) art RFQ released on May 13th 
 Joe Tyler working on pedestal for the Five C’s 
 Asante Library has started their Summer Reading Program 
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 CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  

None. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS – NON PUBLIC HEARING  

 
Item 1 – Consideration and action pertaining to approval of the May 3, 2021 Arts and  

Cultural Advisory Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Grant moved to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2021 Arts & Cultural 
Advisory Commission meeting. Ms. Miett 2nd. 7 Yes votes. Motion carried. 

Item 2 –  Discussion pertaining to ongoing maintenance of the “Top Knot” sculpture.  
     
    Ms. Osborne explained the different situations that have occurred to the “Top Knot” art piece 

located at the City Hall Courtyard, noting one of the main concerns as kids riding their 
skateboards on or around the piece causing some damage. She invited Risk Manager, 
Digger Oster to share with the Commission some possible options to try to prevent future 
damage to this art piece.   

 
    Mr. Oster expressed interest to help alleviate future damage to this art piece, and advised 

options such as patrol, signage, landscape, or a possible pedestal, but wanted the 
Commission’s recommendation so that the artistic intention is not lost. Chair Lieu 
commented that the pedestal may be an expensive route to take, but stressed the need of a 
change to prevent long-term maintenance. Commissioner deJong added that the design that 
the artist had originally presented included gravel around this piece. Commissioner Miett 
advised that despite any changes, this will not prevent kids from riding their skateboards on 
the art piece or other public interaction. Mr. Oster suggested metal skate stops to deter 
skateboards. He also suggested a planter surrounding the art piece, preventing direct 
access. Commissioner Grant suggested moving the art piece back from its existing location, 
and placing some gravel and borders to eliminate accessibility to the piece. Commissioner 
deJong advised the sprinkler system surrounding the piece needs to considered, as it may 
damage the piece. 

 
 Public Comment – Andy Cepon: solution should be to place a cactus, a fence, and 

violation signage to hold the public responsible for any damages made. 
 

Vice Chair Welch felt that since the artist had suggested gravel around the piece with the 
original proposal, it should be considered as a preliminary solution. Ms. Osborne said that 
she would follow up with the Public Works department on a possible option of gravel 
surrounding the art piece, and will bring the option back to the Commission on future 
agenda. 

 
Item 3 – Discussion pertaining to the 1.3% for the Arts Ordinance. 
 

Ms. Osborne made the presentation to the Commission. 
 
Chair Lieu shared with the Commission that this was brought to Council to amend because 
the current ordinance has created some limitations with regard to art placement. 
Commissioner Miett showed concerned about possible art not being placed where they 








